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KEITH,  Hastings,  a  Representative  from  Massachusetts;  born  in 
Brockton,  Plymouth  County,  Mass.,  November  22,  1915;  graduated 
from  Brockton  High  School,  Deerfield  Academy,  and  the  University 
of  Vermont  at  Burlington  in  1938;  graduate  work  at  Harvard 
University  in  1938;  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Boston  University 
Evening  College  of  Commerce  in  1948  and  1949;  in  1933  was  a 
student  in  the  Citizens  Military  Training  Camps;  served  as  battery 
officer  in  Massachusetts  National  Guard;  during  the  Second  World 
War  served  in  the  United  States  Army  with  eighteen  months  overseas 
service  in  Europe;  graduate  of  the  Command  and  General  Staff 
School;  colonel  in  the  Army  Reserve;  salesman  and  later  district 
manager  for  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  in  Boston,  Mass., 
1946-1952;  member  of  the  State  senate  1953-1956;  partner  in  a 
general  insurance  firm,  Brockton,  Mass.,  1946-1984;  unsuccessful 
candidate  for  the  Republican  nomination  for  Congress  in  1956; 
elected  as  a  Republican  to  the  Eighty-sixth  and  to  the  six  succeeding 
Congresses  (January  3,  1959-January  3,  1973);  was  not  a  candidate 
for  reelection  in  1 972  to  the  Ninety-third  Congress;  was  a  candidate 
for  nomination  in  1 992  to  the  One  Hundred  Third  Congress  until  he 
withdrew  from  the  race;  died  on  July  19,  2005,  in  Brockton,  Mass. 
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CONGRESSMAN  HASTINGS  KEITH:   PRIMARY  FACTS 
AGE:   54  (AVERAGE  AGE  OF  ALL  IN  CONGRESS  55.2) 

BEFORE  CONGRESS: 

Military:   Colonel,  U.S.A.R.  (ret.);  Overseas  WW  II  vet.; 
assigned  to  Eisenhower's  staff. 

Business:   Chartered  Life  Underwriter;  Senior  partner, 
Roger  Keith  &  Sons,  Gen'l.  Ins.  Agency. 

State  Senate:   Elected  in  1952;  re-elected  in  1954  with  plurality 
twice  that  of  '52:   CHAIRMAN  of  both  Mercantile  Affairs 
and  Election  Laws  Committee;  Member,  Committees  on 
Military  Affairs,  Harbors  and  Public  Lands,  Banks  and 
Banking,  Education,  Towns  and  Water  Supply. 
LEGISLATIVE:   Initiated  32  pieces  of  legislation — 16 
of  which  became  law.   Notable  among  KEITH'S  Accomplish- 
ments : 

..Back  Bay  Yards  in  Boston  saved  for  the  Prudential 
Center. 

..Fake  charity  drives  outlawed. 
..Abolished  war  years  rent-controls. 

..KEITH  bill  extended  mortgage  benefits  to  Korean  vets. 
..Authored  more  equitable  tax  laws  for  small  businesses. 
..First  legislation  for  elderly  housing. 
..First  true  codification  of  Zoning  and  Planning  Laws. 
..Reforms  in  Welfare  programs  permitting  increased  bene- 
fits and  lower  taxes. 

CONGRESS : 

Elected  in  1958,  currently  serving  SIXTH  consecutive  term. 
Committee  on  Interstate  &  Foreign  Commerce 

4th  of  16  Republicans  in  .seniority 
Committee  on  Merchant  Marine  &  Fisheries 

5th  of  16  Republicans  in  seniority 
Commerce  &  Finance  Subcommittee 

RANKING  REPUBLICAN 
Coast  Guard  &  Navigation  Subcommittee 

RANKING  REPUBLICAN 

Fish  &  Wildlife  Subcommittee 

2nd  RANKING  REPUBLICAN 
Oceanography  Subcommittee 

3rd  RANKING  REPUBLICAN 
Committee  on  Committees — selects  Committee  assignments  for  all 

Republican  Members  of  Congress 


** 


LEGISLATIVE  MILESTONES: 

. .The  Council  on  Environmental  Quality — modeled  upon  the  Council 
of  Economic  Advisors  to  act  as  a  "watchdog"  over  the  environment 
and  advise  the  President  and  the  Congress.  Provides  for  an  annual 
'''State  of  the  Environment"  address  by  the  President  to  the  Congress. 
. . "PEACE  WITH  JUSTICE  IN  VIETNAM"  resolution  endorsing  the  Nixon 
program  of  vietnamization,  troop  withdrawal  and  honorable  settle- 
ment of  the  war. 

. .Assisting  in  nearly  a  BILLION  dollars  to  the  12th  District  from 
the  Federal  government  -  more  per  capita  than  most  any  other  con- 
gressional district. 

. .The  Cape  Cod  National  Seashore — constituting  a  federal  outlay  of 
$33.5  million  to  preserve  the  beauty  and  resources  of  Cape  Cod. 
..Passage  of  the  12-mile  fishing  limit — protecting  the  industry. 
. .Creation  of  the  Department  of  Transportation — a  major  role  in  a 
better  future  to  make  travel  safer,  easier  and  faster. 
..Sea  Grant  College  Act — fills  a  major  need  for  education  of  ocean- 
ographers  and  marine  researchers.  Provides  training  and  informa- 
tion centers  for  fishermen. 

.  .The  President's  Maritime  Program — revitalizing  the  Merchant  Marine 
fleet  with  300  new  vessels  within  the  next  10  years. 
..Creation  of  the  New  England  Regional  Development  Commission. 
..Establishment  of  the  Commission  on  Population  Growth  and  the 
American  Future. 

..House  Passage  of  the  Independent  Maritime  Administration  proposal. 
. .The  Endangered  Species  Act — protecting  certain  species  from  extinc- 
tion. 

. .The  Anadromous  Fish  Act  and  Estuarine  Areas  Act — both  to  protect 
and  foster  our  fisheries  resources  and  development. 
.  .Passage  of  the  Continental  Shelf  Act — establishing  our  national 
right  to  these  vast  resources. 

AT  THE  POLLS: 

..KEITH  first  won  election  to  Congress  in  1958  by  14,000  votes. 
..In  1960,  he  was  re-elected  by  23,000  votes — almost  twice  that 
of  '58. 

..The  Congressman  won  his  third  term  in  '62  by  over  47,000  votes. 
..In  1964 — when  Lyndon  Johnson's  coattails  swept  Democrats  named 
"Joe"  into  office — KEITH  held  his  seat  by  over  37,000  votes. 
..In  1966,  KEITH  withstood  the  final  challenge  of  the  District's 
best-known  and  best-financed  Democrat,  Mayor  Ed  Harrington  of  New 
Bedford,  by  almost  20,000  votes. 

..After  the  Harrington  defeat,  the  opposition  stopped  trying  and 
and  in  1968 — KEITH  was  un-opposed.  He  received  over  173,000  votes  or 
78%  of  the  total — nearly  four  of  every  five  votes.  This  most  re- 
cent KEITH  performance  at  the  polls  is  particularly  significant. 
Other  un-contested  Massachusetts  Congressmen  with  much  smaller  con- 
stituencies were  unable  to  come  even  close  to  KEITH' s  percentage 
of  voter  support  -  78%. Further,  Nationally,  of  the  435  Congressional 
seats  up  for  election  in  1968,  KEITH  was  1  of  8  Republicans  to 
run  un -oppo  s e d . 
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Char  .Lie -some  notes  m   I  made  on  the  plane  coming  up  about  things  Keith  has 
done  for  the  di.trict  in  the  past  6  years...  you  may  want  to  look  them  ovej 
f o i  use  in  connection  with  your  book... 

NATIONAL  SEASHORE  -  sponsored  bill,  worked  for  legislation  most  compatible 

to  interests  of  the  cape  and  trr  nation,  stressed 
conservation  as  opposed  to  recreation  aspects  of 
project 

Cranberries  -  helped  industry  get  $10  mixiion  indemnity  program  in  1959-60 

after  destruction  of  market  by  cance.  scare. 

helped  promote  great e  use  of  cranberries  by  gov't 

purchasing  agencies,  militaj  y,  va  hosp.,  etc. 

promoted  cranberries  as  a  product  by  having  special 
luncheon  for  colleagues  in  congress 

continues  to  promote  the  industry  in  Washington  office 
with  cooler,  etc. 

'; Scallop  Market  -  like  cranberries,  scallops  hit  a  market  low  and  were 

he  ped  by  cong.  keith  -  who  got  the  government  to 
publicize  their-  availability  and  economic  cost  in 
)  food  and  agriculture  bulletins. . .encouraged  military 

services  to  buy  more  scallops 

\]Vessel  Subsidy  -   In  first  term  as  member  of  Merchant  Marine  and  Fisherie 

committee  and  the  sub.  on  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  Conser 
vation,  Keith  was  a  leading  proponent  m.   in  the  Houso 
iRx  for  the  recently-enacted  legislation  that  Kja  provides 
a  $50  million  construction  aid  program. . .New  Bedford, 
Plymouth,  Sandwich,  Chatham,  P-Town  and  pe:<  haps  Marshf  ield 
wilx  all  benefit  with  more  jobs  through  construction 
of  new  and  more  modern  trawlers  and  scallopers . 

Fisheri  s  Research  -  Keith  worked  in  committee  to  get  approval  of  this 

matching  fund  program  (PL  38-309)  to  promote  badly 
needed  fisheries  research  and  KBmafcyHlffcigwfac  development 
absence  of  r&d  in  this  industry  has  been  major  draw- 
back. New  program  means  $1.5  in  federal  fudris  over  the 
next  five  years  for  Masssachusetts  alone. 
(in  addition  to  existing  research  aid  programs,  like 
the  Saltonstali  Kennedy  act.) 

Northeast  Airlines  -  Keith  went  to  bat  for  this  beleagured  Massachusetts 

employer  when  many  other  NEnglanders  were  reluctant  to 
get  involved.  Keith  filed  a  bill  and  made  speeches 
on  the  floor  and  worked  in  committee  to  get  CAB 
reconsideration  -  actions  which  have  been  vindicated  by 


) 


recent  court  decisions. 

Oceanography  -  one  of  the  most -promising  industries  in  the  I2th  District.. 

and  a  growing  employer  of  12th  di-.t.  residents.  Keith 
worked  to  get  on  the  key  Oceanography  Subcommittee  and 
has  cultivated  k  leading  officials  in  this  area... 
Has  twice  sponsored  legislati-n  calling  for  a  more 
coordinated  appraach  to  our  National  Oceanography  Program 
and  is  the  sole  sponsor®  in  the  House  of  a  special 
bill  designed  to  encourage  more  efficient  use  of 
oceanographic  research  vessels,  by  freeing  them  of 

outdated  and  unnecessary  inspection  regualtions  designed 
for  commercial  cargo  and  passange  vessels. 
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Oceanography  continued  -  is  working  with  and  encouraging  I. CO. 

(interagency  committee  on  oceanography)  in  its 

9  desite  to  conduct  a  nationwide  conference  on 

oceanography  education  inthe  secondary  schools. 
Keith's  district  will  be  the  site  of  this 
national  meeting  (woods  hole)  which  will  be  attended 
by   state  educations  officials  from  all  50  states 
and  by  juaaaa  leading  oceanographoro.  First  of  fcxx 
its  kind,  this  conference  (probably  in  April)  will 
be  intended  to  induce  educators  to  include  intro- 
ductory and  basic  oceanography  course  in  high  school 
programs . 

* 

Surplus  Fish  under 

Food  %£.   for  Peace 

Program  Keith  worked  for  passage  of  this  important  amendment 

to  th  food  for  peace  program  (PLX£'0),  which  permits 
the  designation  of  fisheries  products  as  "surplus 
agricultural  c  mmcdities'r  and  therefore  will  allow 
for  the  sale  of  surplus  fish  through  government  aid 
programs. 

ish  Protein  Concentrate  -  Keith  has  led  the  fight  in  the  :fM  House  of 

Representatives  for  nearly  four  years  to  get  FDA 
clear nace  of  this  remarkable  new   food  product,  which 
would  be  a  boon  to  the  fishing  industry  (new  industry 
for  Sew  Bedford)  and  could  make  a  sizable  contribution 
to  the  success  of  our  overseas  aid  programs... 

Helped  focus  national  attention  on  FPC,  filed  bill 
and  got  hearings  in  the  House . . . 

supported  +590,000  reaearch  program  now  underway 
in  Bureau  of  Commercial  Fisheries  labs,  to  perfect 
manufacturing  tech,  etc.  and  overcome  FDA  objections. 
These  findings  will  be  made  available  to  private 
industry. 

NEW  BEDFORD 

HK  worked  extensively  with  the  City  officials  for: 

Hurricane  Dike  authorization  and  rsa  necessary 
appropriations 

to  get  wider  by-pass  channel  during  construction 

I  Worked  to  get  better  weather-casting  service  for  the 
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fishing  g  fleet... held  special  meeting  with  top 
official..:  of  the  Weather  Bu.,  Coast  Gaard,  BuComFish 
Air  Force.. .followed  by  specific  program  of  improvements 

west 


meeting  in  Moscow  to  hkx  talk  with  Russians  about  problems 
created  by  thoir  gear  on  the  fishing  banks  (floating  nets, 
abandoned  gear)  which  had  been  fouling  shafts  and  props 
of  American  trawlers  and  costing  owners  much  time  and 
money  for  repairs.  Russians  agreed  to  install  radar  refl- 
ectors on  nets  and  otherwise  take  care... 


HK  has  worked  continuously  to  help  New  3edford 

obtain  grants  and  loans  under  various  Fad.  programs 
for  industrial  development  and  community  facilities, 
including  ALA  and  Urban  Renewal  programs. 

Working  now,  for  example,  with  fed.  agencies  t 
help  N.B.  finance  acquisition  of  new  beach  property 
in  south  and... (Open  Space  Land  Act) 


New  Bedford  Industry  -  Keith  worked  for  and  supported 
Wheat-Cotton  Bill  favored  by  N.B.  textile  industry... 
(while  under  considerable  pressure  from  party  to  reject 
this  proposal) 

Supported  Housing  Act  of  1964  -  (N.B.  Urban  Renewal 
development  tied  to  this  bill) 
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Went  to  work  for  and  testified  in  behalf  of  new 
legislation  to  expand  and  improve  Junior  ROTC  program 

(N.B.  High  School),  when  KcNamara  wanted  to  drop 
it...HK  believes  program  k  of  value  in  character  develop 
ment  and  encouraging  youth  k  who  are  interested  to  seek 
careers  in  military. . . 


Sposnored  bill  in  the  House  HR  8296-  that  for  the  first  time  inhiotory 

provides  adequate  sanctions  against  intruding  foreign 
fishing  expeditions.  Promapted  by  invasion  of  Red  trawle 
off  Cape  Cod  and  Nantucket  (as  well,  as  Florida  and 
this  bill  provides  for  penalties  of  up  to  $10,000, 
in  jail  and  confiscation  of  the  vessel,  catch  and  , 
Passed  both  houses  with  enthusiastic  support  (PL  $ 


Alaska 
a  year 

GclJR  •  •  • 

-j  08 


Also  ia;,s  sxxsx  statutory  c_aim  to  certain  resources  of 
the  continental  shelf,  a  precedent  -  setting  action 

that  could  do  for  the  fishing  industry  what  the  Sub- 
merged Lands  Act  has  done  to  saf egua_ d  U.S.  oil  and 
mineraa.ii  resources  in  offshore  areas. 
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authorisation  for  long-awaited  harbor 
project. .. ($1.8  Million^),  and  dredging 
j  summer  ($185*000)  to  maintain  present 


Plymouth  -  helped  Plymouth  get 

improvement 
project  this 
channels. . . 

On  his  personal  appeal  to  the  Approp.  Subcommittee  on 
PWorks,  HK  got  a  $>5>»000  appropriations  to  provide  for 
advance  engineering  of  the  improvement  project  after 
the  Administration  dropped  it  from  the  budget  (Bu  of  kfi 
Budget)  unexpentsdly  and  without  warning... in  an 
economy  drive. 

Similar xy,  he  has  helped  other  towns  and  the  City  of 

N.   Bedford  with  rivers  and  harbors  projects  in  deal- 
's nope     urn  ■f-Vi     ■(-Via     Cmnryc     /if     17r>cH  noor»c     or>/^    vH+Vi     1-l"ira 


committees  of  Congress:   P-town  Harbor  improvement 

Stage  Harbor 
Oak  Bluffs  -  Sel  Pond  (Falmouth),  Harwich  Marina 
Sandwich  boat  basin  -  Hyannis  Harbor  (dredging)  Woods 
Holt,  Cuttyhunk  -  Edgartown  -  Green  Harbor  -  Pleasant 
Bay,  Wareham-Marion  Dike  (though  local  interests  now 
cooled  to  project)  Nantucket  Harbor,  cohasset, 
Crescent  Beach  -  Nantasket  beach,  Bourne  and  Sagamore 
Bridge  repairs  (he  ped  expedite  work  and  insure 
that  scheduling  of  work  would  not  disrupt  traffic 
unduly ) 
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Helped  - 

Ware ham 

Bourne 

Plymouth, 

Plympt-on 

Kingston 

Trurc 

P-tcwn  obtain  Labor  Dept.  studies  that  led 

to  ultimate  sLis.  designation  of  i.  thase  areas 

as  ''redevelopment  areas"  and  thereby  enable 

them  to  qualify  for  Aha   programs 

Helped  many  x£  towns  (Kingston,  E. Bridge,  Hanover, 
ete*j  apply  for  &a±  aid  under  new  Library  Services 

and  construction  act. 

Go tn  free  military  transportation  for  New  Bedford  group  tc  fly  clothing 

to  victims  of  St.  Jorge  earthquake 

got  bands  for  Madeirian  Festival  on  severe  1 
)  occasions 

got  Portuguese  full-rigged  sailing  xkxs  vessel 
to  ca  1  on  Port  of  K.Bedford  during  v_sit  to 
world* a  fair. 

Helped  win  passage  of  bill  restoring  medical 
benefits  to  owners  of  fishing  vessels  (crews 
already  covered  by  law  granting  fishermen 
benefits  of  Marine  Hospitals  run  by  U.S.  Publ. 
health  service.) 

LWorked  for  bi.L  ,  which  ap  passed  house  this  session, 
that  v;oua.d  initiate  program  to  protect  and  enhance 
nation's  anadromous  fish  resources. .. (herring,  Atlantic 
salmons,  etc.)  Jteyjai  Nearly  every  town  in  12th  dist. 
has  potential  herring  run  -  these  fish,  once  economically 
important  in  New  Engaand,  have  all  but  disappeared  fejc 

because  of  impact  of  civilization... 

Helped  towns  get  navigati.nai  aids....  lighted  bell  buoy  for  Westport 

harbor  after  local  board  had 
been  unable  to  get  k  such  a  buoy 

Joy  for  Nye's  ledge  in  Mattapoinsett  at  request  of  boating  interests 

He -ped  towns  get  surplus  s±  military  equipment,  such  as  ,:eep  for 
Mattapoisett  CD.,  notorwhale  boat  for  Dartmouth  6ea  Scouts •■ 

Worked  with  insurance  Industry  to  focus  m.t&xsm   attention  on  probl .  m 
of  near-prohibitive  costs  of  hull  and  p  &  i  insurance  Sor  fishing 
industry 

Worked  extensively  with  area  chambers  of  cowaerce  -  he  ped  Plymouth  CofC 
promote  National  thanksgiving  Dinner  proposal  with  letter  to  President,  fo 
for  example,  signed  by  every  members  of  the  Mars,  delegation.  Cape  Cod 
Chamber  on  many  occasions. 
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Hingham  and  Quincy-South  Shore  3s  ChofC  to  get  consideration  of  Naval  Ammu, 
Depot  as  site  for  NASA  elec.  research  cente  . 

I^ips  individual  industries  and  manufacturers  (SevignyTs  s  contracts 
with  Def .  Department) 
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12TH    MASSACHUSETTS   DISTRICT 
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KEITH  FOR  CONGRESS  COMMITTEE 
91  River  Street,  West  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts  583-3272 

FOR  RELEASE:  Thursday,  Oct.  13,  1966 


NANTUCKET 


SALTONSTALL  TO  ATTEND  KEITH  DINNER 
West  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  Oct.  10  --  Senator 
Leverett  Saltonstall  will  head  the  list  of  dignitaries  to 
attend  the  fund-raising  dinner  for  Congressman  Hastings  Keith 
to  be  held  at  the  Wareham  High  School,  Wareham  on  October  15 
at  7:00  P.M. 

"It  is  pleasing  to  me  to  see  that  so  many  people  are 
enthusiastic  about  my  campaign.  This  type  of  support  will 
insure  my  re-election,  observed  Congressman  Keith.  "As 
Congress  will  remain  in  session  at  least  until  October  22nd, 
and  I  can  only  campaign  in  the  District  on  weekends  until  that 
time,  I  am  relying  heavily  on  my  many  loyal  supporters  to 
campaign  on  my  behalf.   The  sale  of  tickets  to  the  dinner 
indicates  that  my  supporters  recognize  the  need  for  an  even  more 
vigorous  campaign  than  those  in  previous  years.  " 

Massachusetts  Lieutenant  Governor  Elliot  Richardson, 
candidate  for  Attorney  General  and  Francis  W.  Sargent,  candidate 
for  Lieutenant  Governor  are  listed  among  those  expected  to 
attend. 
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It's  the  fashion  apparently  this  year  for 
Democrats  to  be  off  and  running  for  con- 
tests that  are  still  a  long  way  off. 

The  presidential  hopefuls  started  it. 
And  it's  catching  on. 

A  newsletter  called  GESture  must  have 
had  some  bad  news  for  GOP  Rep.  Hastings 
Keith.  For  it  announced  that  Gerry  E. 
Studds  would  make  another  attempt  at 
Congress  in  1972. 

Studds,  a  young,  personable,  hard-cam- 
paigner came  very  close  to  sending  Keith 
into  retirement  the  last  time  around. 

As  the  newsletter  says,  given  any  one  of 
a  dozen  minor  factors  last  November,, 
Studds  "would  be  representing  us  in 
Congress  right  now.  There  Is  no  need  for 
Monday  morning  quarterbacking  the  thing; 


suffice  it  to  say  that  a  fifteen  hundred  vote 
difference  in  200,000  is  a  tossup." 

Studds  fooled  many  people  in  the  elec- 
tion. He  started  from  nowhere  and  almost 
made  it.  Studds  claimed  that  the  12th  Dis- 
trict was  ripe  for  taking  by  a  Democrat. 
And  he  turned  out  to  be  right.  Keith,  after 
a  hard  primary  contest,  pulled  through  by 
the  skin  of  his  teeth. 

There  were  many  rumors  around  last 
time  that  Keith  was  ready  to  retire.  Studds' 
entry  into  the  congressional  race  this  early 
will  fuel  more  such  rumors  no  doubt. 

Studds  had  trouble  early  in  his  last 
campaign  convincing  people  that  he  was  a 
serious  candidate  with  an  excellent  chance 
of  winning.  This  time,  he  won't  have  that 
problem  with  anybody,  not  even  Rep. 
Keith. 


AtfA 


Hosts  Demsf  GOP  in  Bosl 


Hyannis,  Massachusetts  02601  „  Thursday,  April  15,  1971 


By. DAVID  HERN 
Cape  Cod  Standard-Times 
•     Boston  Bureau 

BOSTON  — U.  S.  Rep.  Hastings  (Hasty)  Keith  was  busily 
mending^  Beacon  Hill  fences" Wednesday,  looking  to  all  intents 
as  a' strong  candidate  for  an  eighth  term  V/z  years  hence  in 
Washington. 

The  West  Bridgewater  Republican  was  host  to  Democratic 
and  Republican  legislators  at  a  friendly— no  politics— luncheon  at 
Patten's  Restaurant.  Several  of  the  area  participants  said  that 
while  there  was  no  overt  mention  of  future  plans  "Hasty  looks 
like  a  candidate." 

The  entire  Cape  and  Islands  delegation  was  on  hand  as  were, 
among  others,  New  Bedford  Democratic  Reps.  J.  Louis  LeBlanc, 
Edward  P.  Coury,  Daniel  F.  Hayes  and  Donald  R.  Gaudette. 

It  was  necessarily  a  brief  affair.  The  House  members  had 
to  get  back  on  the  job  quickly  for  a  roll  call. 

Keith  who  served  in  the  State  Senate,  was  familiar  with  de- 
mands on  legislators'  time  during  the  active  days  of  a  ses- 


sion and— according  to  those  present— everything  went  quickly 
and  smoothly. 

The  12th  District,  served  by  Keith  since  the  1958  election,  is 
always  mentioned  when  legislators  talk  about  major  changes  in 
congressional  districts.  A  House-Senate  committee  is  at  work  :on 
this  -task  and  every  week  new  plans  are  kicked  around.  Among 
changes  mentioned  most  often  is  putting  Brockton  in  the  Keith 
district  and  taking  away  some  of  the  towns  at  the  northerly  end. 

This  wasn't  one  of  the  luncheon  tops,  however,  and  Keith 
hasn't  indicated  particiular  concern.  Because  of  population  short- 
ages in  nearby  districts,  it  is  anticipated  that  some  key  changes 
are  likely. 

Keith  won  after  a  rugged  primary  and  an  equally  tough 
election  battle  last  year.  One  of  his  friends  said,  "He  hasn't 
stopped  campaigning  for  a  day."    . 

Former  Sen.  William  D.  Weeks,  Cohasset,  made  the  move 
against  Keith  in  the  GOP  primary  and  is  still_  considered  a 
district  rematch  possibility.  Weeks  is  expected  to  receive  an 
important  post  in  Gov.  Francis  W.  Sargent's  administration 
shortly,  when  the  reorganization  of  state  government  is  effective. 


>  »  to  <i  g, 

*  CD  S*<<    ■ 

(    ^    '"" '  cm" 
'    I    s:  5?  " 

r"  O   ™  5*  ro 

t&i-if ; 


ro   a  o   w 

C33. 

tfoasH 


1  o   3_*  ft  era  -1  5"  d 


w  cu  3 


u.  5"  w  I 

3<?2|2.i 

era  ST  c;  5  _ 
°  3  ^  *<  w 
2.  ft  I  2"  S- 


;  fD  P£3 

c  w&r, 

.ttJ-S  = 

'Q  S  =£■„ 


TO  5'  ft 

now 
£•  d-  cr 


\  "  5  3  2.  i 

gS.f  g  E 


j  P^    -TO 


ra  =  « 


5  re 


:  w  ro   -■ 


■  go™ 
™  3-3Q. 

3   M    B3 

o  a.  a,  3 

O    "3-  CD    <"I 
(C    g.3    "J 


<  m  s 

ft.    r-i-  ■ 


So 


•    -D-! 

-  ^  Q    C 


-  C    O    =>    > 

S  «  3  • 
M.E    -? 


L  r-"0 


=  52» 


(D    TO 


^Ifi 


1  °        ~-  ro 

r  £•  s  <° -= 

!       2  £■< 
I  ft     'So 


^■g 


o        s-  & 


a-9  2  ft 


&3 

t^  (P  re 


o  B-  (-s 
§  5S  L" 

TO    Q.  ~-  0 


5      I  i 


S  re   ! 


""  3- '    -     re  ££ 

;ii§i.r 

.n)  —  ?r  3  ! 


S:  2  ro   =■"  I 

a-  b. 

S  el 


",    o 

s  3  a. 

-  ID  -rj 
1  3  f& 
.   ED    O 


SO" 


tyi  <*  o  is 
o         c   to 

§  3^.  S 


3 


§■ 


3*  .re    O    o 
CD  >-ft 


i3 


3  ^* 
"IS 


3  S-' 


^     ^   ►*   2,   C 


s-r-l 


K  o 


5  3  S  " 

•  3  3  =S 

1  §-n "-.  a. 


V,    PS,  CD 


i  2.  S  »  J 
1  &  £«£- 


5-^g- 


.    2-  n>   o   3   f*» 

o  o  co  »  _  ; 

cr  2,  3  □'  S  : 

CD     <  Si     to     t 

'  -  n>  ZZ       w 

u—   w     O     ' 

o  E.-C)  CT  > 
3      2- 1  '■■ 

O    3    g 

■  2      9  „  3  F  i 


hi  »    "™ 

|s"a 

o  3"  5  B! 

3    CD    co    to 


w   £  ra   ^  t 

3    S    ffl    ra     ' 

-  aE'a  «  t 

,2.330 

:.  i)  ^*  ?i  co 
"  "C  -5  to        ; 

!   S-  S  =  3 

-  5"  ^  &^  ' 

1      ^     3    M    »    « 

j   1—1  en  3   3   * 

"  3  to  ^ 


to  «---  3  ?; 
3-  o   to  2. 


5  s  r  k-  » 


®  3  E-*a 


-  3  D 

CD 

3  J2> 

to  3 


r  13   a.  z~  o 

■  :■  3  «  it  W 

o    to    CD   r+  p^ 

"-*  "■ ,~'  s;  c* 

2  3  g  *  S. 

TO    g    O.  "■  B 

I.  o  g"  S  3 


g.  S  0.1 


5'2  3  2 
tn    ■    ro  re 


BT3  <Ti 

-c  o  -a  oa 

Co    °     CD  to" 

'      "O     to  S— 

~  co  to 


to  §  § 

3     3    g, 


h^  o  3  1 


s-  _  tu  2  °  o 
S'S-'g  ^  =  a.. 
a  ->  ™  bi  ^       : 
'     «.  ^.to  rr  2  f 
-■  ^,  t>  dj  to 

la-oLis-'! 

3"   <     5"   3     < 

t3         re    <t>   as   ; 

co  n>   re  "  """  £ 
to   re   •-)   3^  r_  c 


^"  ^TO 

S£o  ■ 
ffl  rs  3  ; 


2LD)  § 

¥3  S 


O   TO    =    ! 

=5  a"  "  j 


o   2.  S   "  m'  c 


£  _f  o"  w  W 


«2^ 


^£2*; 


sr  K'  "-2 


03       C 

-1  3  : 

re  re  - 


.53 

.  to   ed 


3  o. 


.3  „  s  "  t 

'      oil.! 


.  S.  h.  "    » 

^  P  3  ^ 


fo    ^   3   rt  ro 


53 


S-S-S 


J   hj     0J2bTS     ""« 

r  g  &■  ^  s-  o 

(  cm  -a  f^H. 

I     « s »  « 


'«2        cic 


CL-^     3     £    3"  °     £ 


CO     CD     p,   (U    .,1J 


.  3*  2  to  3 

■  3    to    3     O 
3     1     P-  -1 


"  3  §  I 

W    w  3    < 

er"  §  = 

re 

-"   w  re   ' 

'  c*  3  'E.  ^ 

*  s* Q  S.  < 

3  to  -■ 

&  K1  o"  . 


3"3  1  cy' 

re    >-j  re    -j    &  , 

ro  co    to   cu 

^  K  "5    ^  S    ' 

ra    en  tn  50    , 

gC  «         to    , 

2  ™     33-; 

re  5*»   F 

q,   CD  C     &  »     E 

.    3  3  »  2. 


<      3  ! 

CO      ( 


era   to 

3-  ~  eg 

re   S   «   S 
era  to    ™ 

»=•»  = 

•<    O    uW 


W  g 


22 
.  g'  o 


S  c    ©   ^ 


S5"!? 

X 

to"  -.  ^ 

to 

U 

?   3 

HO    g   ^ 

0  ^     3  £ 
re     3    ^L 

Q1 

re         3    — 

"     S     B     ° 

Cfi  H  '  m    S 

?o 

0^0 

3  >  $*• 

0   zz    g   (-1 

93 

■s  °  - 

"   I 

Khj    Mb 

r- 

0  "5 

0   ra     n    0- 

S.S    <  3' 

O 

S  n„ 

■■ 

S"« 

n 

S3? 

3    CD     (0 

« 

re  —  B-  „  - 

j  -     ra  ro  3 

•,  S-  g  ■§  §•'  I 
.."Loft™: 


co       -  O 

O         re 

S1 3       M 


3  3T 


5  re  o  ?  W 

*  -J    3    cd    £ 
3-  fD         3- 

S     ST      "CD 

to  era  £H- 

3       r—    CO       to 

pr^<  3 
3  ^_      p. 


o  3 

to   «3  S 


CD  3-- 


0)  "  D- 
<  Crt  3 
re   3"  r+ 


S  3  S 

to   ro  -r   ^ 

3  ■      re 

•£.   S  2.  0= 

3  ™  B- 

S  I  "  " 

C^  §.  3-  c 


2.  W 
ju   re   ,_^ 


3= 

O 

1    ■•    p.<<    3 


S     o    vr! 


re  v<  3'  2 

3  O  3  =  ju 

^  =  3?  B  3 

'    !L  B  ft  TO  P- 

b:  to  t™  - 

"<  „  re 

'  h  ^  2  ^  pi 

'    re  o  ro  —. 

■„  J  «  ^ 

™  ™  3  w  2 

*<  3  ft  <  re 

B  ^  re  3 

3  3*  S"  re  ° 


I   3   & 


3    re" 


S   3    ro'B. 


1-3 


&  W 


-  ►— 1    _  re   3^  re 


Si 


o   re   p   cr  ■ 


C  to  I 
re  T3  ; 
re  -c  ' 


ro         "^ 

rj    3    •— ;  (-f- 
,w  tjq    T  ST 


'-SrS-W 

-  &.  ro 
3  3- 
^  «   3- 


MI'S 

a.  c-  3  «■ 

"■  p.  E3 
^  tu  -J 


■|Ki 


2  «3 

'■  a.  re         . 

2.^"  : 


crv:  5  b- 
«  o  3-  ^ 
re  =  re 


b  v;   b.  '" 

3  „» 
»  o2  ft 


re   §-3 


h,      3  a.; 


"  o  „ 

,  2  5.2. 


&3  s- 

co   ro    3. 

3  o-M 

3:  to  ,a 

re   n  13 

■    -     >T  ro 


Si  CD     to 

3.  ro   id 


^<    re    o    3: 

'      P-  O    — 


:^S 


.  -    (m 


5  S: 

_.  ^    to    3  c         t 

&  re,  3    p^ 

-  &  <:  ^  o 

+  ro   <  re  _  3   c 


^.       ^  0. 


3 


r 
r 


> 


Co 


/'S. 


/ 


:OMMUNITY  ACTION   COMMITTEE 

OF  CAPE  COD  &  ISLANDS,  INC. 

Box  954  —  Mary  Dunn  Road 

Hyannis,  Mass.   02601 


SCORE 

t/3  HARLAND  SISK.CHM. 
P.O.  BOX  192 
YARMOUTHPORT,  MASS.  02675 


BULK  RATE 

U.S.  POSTAGE  PAID 

NON  PROFIT  ORG. 

PERMIT   NO.    IS 

HYANNIS.    MASS. 


LOCAL  POSTMASTER:  PLEASE  MAKE  ADDRESS  CORRECTIONS 


E 


". . .  of  the  people,  for  the  people  and  by  the  people.  " 


81! 


Vol.   II,  Number  15,  January  12,   1972 


fP 


y^s«v:. 


^tz 


'■lA 


Gerry  Studds 


I 4£E  EIGHT 


The  principle  is  die  same. 
The  potential  is  different. 


The  King  is  dead.   Long  live  the  King ! 

The  Twelfth    Congressional    District,     which  en- 
compasess  all  of    Cape  Cod  and    the    Islands,  has  a  new 
representative  in  Congress.  Mr.  Gerry  Studds  of  Cohasset. 

Studds  is  replacing  Hastings  Keith  of  West  Bridge- 
water  who  held  this  congressional  seat  for  14  years. 
In  1970,  Keith  beat  back  a  challenge  in  his  own  party  from 
William  Weeks,  a  former  state  senator,  then  held  his 
seat  by  holding  off  Studds  by  about  1,  520  votes  out  of  a- 
bout  200,000  votes  cast.  Keith  announced  his  retirement 
early  in  1972  and  Weeks  and  Studds  went  after  the  seat. 

Studds  won  it  and  local  party  friends  of  Weeks 
attribute  Weeks'  loss  to  his  taking  the  Cape  vote  too 
lightly.  Whatever  .  .  . 

Hasty  Keith  served    long  and,     for  the  most  part, 
well.     His  work  for  the  fishing    industry  was  unrivalled  in 
congress.     He  brought  home  several  government  contracts 
for  workers  in  his  district  and,     in  his  latter  years  in  the 
congress,    worked  hard  on  the  energy  crisis.     He  wasn't  a 
greedy    publicity-grabber  in  congress  and  his  fellow  law- 
makers respected  this  and    this  trait  made  it  possible  for 
him  to  move  along  his  legislation.  His  foreign  policy  views 
and  his  lack  of  support  for  liberal  social  reforms  probably 
cost  him  his  popularity  and  his  congressional  seat. 

Hasty  was  easy  and  reasonable  to  deal  with  on  a 
personal  basis  . .  .  and  he  was  always  ready  to  listen  to 
an  argument  when  one  was  getting  atough  time  from  an  un- 
sympathetic member  of  his  staff.  Sure,  low  income  groups 
and  advocates  didn't  regard  Hasty  as  a  major  ally  in 
congress.  His  voting  and  actions  were  often  unpredictable. 
We  remember  Hasty  coming  to  the  Community  Action 
Committee  building  last  January  and  telling  him  about  a 
proble  m  with  food  stamps  in  the  area  -  poor  people  having  to 
travelmore  than  50  miles  to  buy  food  stamps  because  a 
local  bank  stopped  selling  them.  He  gave  an  argument 
about  us  putting  the  bank  on  the  spot  and  left  the  CACwith 
the  impression  that  he  would  not  get  involved.  On  the  next 
day,  a  staff  member  of  Hasty's  called  and  got  all  the 
particulars  of  the  problem.  Hasty  also  called  from 
Washington  later  in  the  day.  The  bank  continued  food 
stamp  selling  for  a  while  longer  at  Hasty's  personal  in- 
tervention. Hasty  also  shook  up  the  Postal  Service  in 
getting  it  to  sell  food  stamps  on  the  Cape.  Yes,  he  was 
unpredict  able. 

Hasty  called  for  countless  private  investigations  of 
the  CAC  and  Legal  Services  over  particular  problems  he 
had  with  the  agencies.  We  always  ended  up  with  a  clean  bill 
of  health  and,  rather  than  seeming  aggravated,  Hasty 
seemed  pleased.  At  our  request,  Hasty  personally  contacted 
several  local  government  bodies  and  asked  them  to  send 
representatives  to  our  Board  of  Directors.  Yes,  he  was 
unpredictable. 

And  while  low  income  people  could  not  understand 
his  stony  silence  on  the  Cape  and  Islands'  low  income, 
year  round  housing  problem,  we  remember  it  was  Hasty 
Keith  who  shook  loose  the  federal  Section  23  rent  supple- 
ment application  for  Barnstable  early  last  year.  Seems 
that  Hasty's  inquiry  found  the  application  collecting  dust  in 
the  bottom  of  some  bureaucrat's  draw  in  Washington.  Yes, 
he  was  unpredictable. 

Hasty  now  is    returned  to  private  life.     He  refused 
two   presidential  appointments    because  they    were  not  in 
his  field  of  experience  and  interest.   Some  say  he  won't  get 
another  offer.    Too  bad  ...  to  bad  to  let  his  knowledge  be 
untapped.    He  was  our  representative    for  14  years  and  no 
one  can  wish  him  anything  but  success  in  his  future. 

This  Studds  person  is  the  new  man  on  the  block. 
He  campaigned  on  a  platform  of  reordering  the  nation's 
priorities  so  he  can  do  more  for  his  district.  He's  a 
freshman  in  congress  and  freshman  are  most  liked  by 
their  fellow  legislators  when  they  are  seen  and  not  heard. 

He  is  going  to  set  up  a  district  office  on  the  Cape 
and  spend  Thursdays  through  Mondays  in  the  district  to 
keep  in  touch  with  his  constituency.  His  campaign  reflected 
a  strong    interest  in    welfare  reform,  which  won't  punish 


people  for  being  on  welfare.  His  housing  position  paper 
was  encouraging  for  low  income  people  on  Cape  Cod. 
His  concern  for  ecology  can  only  be  counted  as  a  plus  for 
Cape  Cod  residents  and  his  interest  in  the  fishing  industry 
is  deep.  Welfare,  housing  and  health  problems  of  low  in- 
come people  of  the  district  will  not  be  unwelcome  prob- 
lems in  his  office. 

With  his  first  two  years  in  Congress  still  ahead  of 
him,  we  wish  Gerry  well.  People  on  welfare  and  workers 
who  are  just  making  ends  meet  seem  to  have  found  a  friend 
in  the  Twelfth  District's  Congressman.  U.  S.  Represent- 
ative Gerry  Studds.  ,  .  \ 
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This  is  the  second  of  two 
columns    on  federal    pension 

reform. 

'ASTINGS  KEITH,  the 
Cape's  former  con- 
gressman, describes 
,  federal  pension  cost- 
of-living  adjustments  (COLA)  as 
"cost-of-luxury  adjustments" 
since  his  three  federal  pensions 
are  each  "indexed"  along  with  his 
maximum  Social  Security  draw.~ 

He  gets  four  bites  of  the  COLA 
apple,  believing  he's  entitled  to 
only  one.  "It's  unfair,"  he  says. 
Objective  observers  agree. 

Current  indexing  of  federal 
pensions  consumes  billions  of 
dollars,  rewarding  high-end  fed- 
eral retirees  with  taxes  taken 
from  the  majority  of  American 
workers  forced  to  make  up  the 
difference  between  what  federal 
annuitants  have  paid  into  the 
system  plus  dividends  and  what 
they  take  out 

The  problem  stems  from  the 
fact  that  all  federal  pensions  are 
indexed  and  the  COLAs  —  except 
for  Social  Security  —  are  then 
rolled  back  into  each  pension 
base  and  compounded  annually. 

Many  retirees  draw  from  two, 
three  or  even  four  separate  feder- 
al and  state  retirement  systems 
—  each  with  its  own  profitable 
COLA.  Few,  especially  those  who 
"take  their  20"  or  retire  at  55  or 
younger,  get  only  one  pension. 
Many  quit  military  careers  to 
work  in  other  government  agen- 
cies that  provide  generous  pen- 
sion benefits.  Others  get  private 
sector  jobs  or  are  "self 
employed"  long  enough  to  quali- 
fy for  Social  Security  and/or  pri- 
vate pension  plans. 

"Yes,  Massachusetts  got  it 
right,"  Keith  told  me  after  read- 
ing last  week's  column.  "But  it 
isn't  perfect.  The  state  has  failed 
to  move  to  universal  Social  Secu- 
rity coverage,  which  is  really  part 
of  the  ultimate  solution  of  the 
American  pension  crisis." 

This  view  was  shared  by  Jerry 
Wurf,  the  late  national  president 
of  the  American  Federation  of 
State,  County  and  Municipal 
Employees.  Wurf  pleaded  with 
Congress  to  pass  legislation 
mandating  universal  Social  Secu- 
rity coverage  for  all  workers.  The 
bill  failed  because  of  political 
cowardice.  But  that's  another 
story. 

Massachusetts,  says  Keith, 
equitably  determines  its  pension 
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Every  attempt  at 
federal  pension 
reform  gets  shot 
down. 


continue  and 
so,  too,  the 

"Quiet  Crisis." 


COLAs,  taking  care  of  annuitants 
by  keeping  pace  with  inflation 
and  sparing  taxpayers  who  must 
guarantee  funding  for  govern- 
ment employee  pensions. 

"In  Massachusetts,"  Keith 
reminds  us,  "the  governor  does 
not  include  COLAs  in  his  annual 
budget  When  it  goes  to  the  Leg- 
islature, the  House  and  Senate 
negotiate  with  the  governor  to 
determine  how  much  is  enough 
and  how  much  the  state  can 
afford.  They  determine  the  rate  of 
interest  to  be  paid  and  the 
amount  of  the  pension  to  be 
indexed.  It  is  not  automatic;  not 
added  to  the  pension  base;  and 
not  compounded  like  federal 
COLAs." 

A  1987  American  Legislative 
Exchange  Council  study  of  state 
pension  systems,  including 
county  and  municipal  workers, 
concluded:  "State  employee  pen- 
sion systems  directly  affect  the 
lives  of  over  12  million  Ameri- 
cans." They  had  total  liabilities  of 
$600  billion;  unfunded  liabilities 
of  almost  $180  billion;  and  only 
$316  billion  in  current  assets. 

Federal  retirement  systems, 
which  Keith  has  studied,  benefit- 
ed from  and  decried,  cover  fewer 
people  and  are  in  much  worse 
shape.  Its  current  liabilities  run 


to  $1.83  trillion.  Every  attempt  at 
reform  gets  shot  down. 
Inequities  continue  and  so,  too, 
the  "Quiet  Crisis." 

Under  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis, 
we  indexed  the  first  $6,000  of 
each  pension  (sometimes  called 
the  "poverty  level")  at  3  percent. 
Using  this  formula,  each  pension 
increased  about  $15  a  month. 
Under  Gov.  William  Weld,  infla- 
tion was  higher  so  the  Legisla- 
ture and  the  governor,  through 
annual  increments,  eventually 
indexed  the  first  $12,000  of  each 
pension  at  the  rate  of  6  percent 
to  give  state  annuitants  a  $30 
monthly  increase. 

This  treated  lower  income 
retirees  fairly;  did  not  over-com- 
pensate high-end  retirees;  and, 
equally  important,  has  not  undu- 
ly burdened  the  taxpayers.  Not  so 
in  the  federal  system.  It  is  unre- 
formed,  unrepentant  and 
unchecked. 

When  former  House  Speaker 
Thomas  "Tip"  O'Neill  Jr.  tried  to 
address  the  federal  entitlement 
problem,  he  appointed  friend  and 
ally  Brian  Donnelly,  D-Mass.,  to 
chair  his  "Task  Force  on  Entitle- 
ments." 

Donnelly  invited  former  col- 
league Keith  to  testify.  After  hear- 
ing his  proposal  to  cap  federal 
pension  COLAs,  Donnelly 
remarked  that  Keith's  plan  was 
like  Massachusetts's,  noting 
proudly:  "We  are  somewhat  fru- 
gal in  the  Commonwealth." 

"We  ought  to  adopt  that  Mr. 
Keith,"  he  added.  "I  hope  you  can 
come  back  next  year  and  say 
Thank  you,  Congress,  for  taking 
away  money  from  me'." 

That  was  March  1984.  Nothing 
happened  despite  backing  of 
leaders  in  Congress  like  "Tip" 
O'Neill  who,  upon  attending  his 
first  meeting  of  former  members 
of  Congress  in  1993,  said:  "It 
isn't  often  I  agreed  with  Hastings 
Keith  —  but  I've  got  to  admit  that 
on  this  COLA  thing,  he's  right!" 

It's  hell  to  be  right  and  still  be 
on  the  losing  side.  Keith  contin- 
ues his  lonely  battle  for  federal 
pension  and  COLA  reform. 

"It's  not  very  sexy,"  he  sighs. 
"But..." 

Francis  Broadhurst  is  a  Cape 
Cod  Times  columnist.  His 
column  runs  on  Thursdays. 
Write  him  at  88  Stony  Cliff  Road, 
Centerville,  MA  02632  or  e-mail 
him  at  FIBcape@aol.com. 
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MR.   KEITH'S  PENSION  FIGHT        Enterpr 

Hastings  Keith's  pension  battle 
has  been  going  on  for  a  long  time.  It 
was  quite  a  few  years  ago  that  he 
gathered  some  of  his  old  friends 
among  the  Cape  Cod  news  people  at 
Mildred's  Chowder  House  in  Hyannis 
to  tell  them  that  federal  pensions 
were  running  wildly  out  of  control. 

Mr.  Keith's  picture  appeared  in 
The  New  York  Times  just  the  other 
day.  He  was  holding  up  for  the  Times 
cameraman  a  chart  that  he  had 
made,  showing  the  pension  that  he 
receives  and  the  pension  for  an  aver- 
age government  employee  with  42 
years  of  service.  Mr.  Keith's  pension, 
for  14  years  in  the  House,  a  represen- 
tative from  this  district,  and  for  war- 
time army  service,  is  $52,788  a  year. 
And  it  increases  automatically  with 
annuaLcost-of-livingasjustments. 

"It's  utterly  irresponsible  for  Con- 
gress to.  give  out  raises  every  year 
and  borrow  money  to  pay  for  it,"  Mr. 
Keith  told  the  Times. 

Mr.  Keith  has  a  Yankee  attitude  to- 
wards money  and  an  actuary's  ability 
to  understand  and  translate  the  com- 
plexities of  the  federal  pension  sys- 
tem. 

Retired  Congressmen  make  out 
better  than  other  retired  federal  em- 
ployees, about  25  percent  better.  - 

A  third  of  the  former  members  of 
the  Congress  receive  more  in  annual 

Garden  Raiders 

He  had  always  heard,  and  observa- 
tion had  upheld  it,  that  rabbits  are 
the  dimmest  of  the  four-legged  crea- 
tures indigenous  to  these  parts.  He 
wondered,  though,  how  rabbits  were 
getting  into  his  garden  if  they  were  so 
dumb. 

The  chickenwire  fence  was  better 
than  knee-high;  easily  high  enough, 
he  was  told,  to  keep  out  a  rabbit.  The 
fourth  side  of  the  garden  was  pro- 
tected by  an  old  stone  wall.  How  was 
the  rabbit  —  just  one  very  bright  rab- 
bit, surely  —  getting  to  the  bush 
beans  and  the  lettuce? 

The  destruction  was  moderate; 
he'd  seen  what  rabbits  can  do  to  an 
unfenced  garden.  Bean  leaves  had 
been  stripped,  but  only  down  one 
row.  Lettuces  were  munched  in  plac- 
es, but  not  chewed  to  the  ground. 
This  was  a  discreet,  perhaps  finicky 
rabbit. 

But  how  was  it  getting  in?  Not  un- 
der the  chickenwire;  the  gardener 
checked,  and  it  was  snug  to  the 
ground  all  around.  Through  the  old 
stone  wall?  He  found  a  hole  that  a 
rabbit   might   squirm   through,   and 
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pension  than  they  earned  in  their 
last  active  year  of  service. 

Carl  Albert  received  $65,000  in  an- 
nual salary  When  he  retired  as 
speaker  of  the  House  in  1977.  Now  he 
draws  an  annual  pension  of  $99,804. 
To  date  he  has  collected  almost  a 
million  dollars  in  retirement  pay. 

Our  former  Congressman,  Mr.  Kei- 
th, is  now  co-chairman  of  the  Na- 
tional Committee  on  Public  Em- 
ployee Pension  Systems.  This  group 
would  limit  cost-of-living  adjust- 
ments to  the  first  $11,000  of  all  fed- 
eral pensions.  Mr.  Keith  argues  that 
this  would  cover  the  increasing  costs 
of  all  the  basics. 

Applying  the  cost-of-living  adjust- 
ment to  the  entire  pension,  Mr.  Keith 
said,  amounts  to  a  "cost-of-luxury  ad- 
justment." 

We  don't  know  how  much  success 
Mr.  Keith  and  his  supporters  have 
had.  The  pension  system  is  still  in 
place.  We  are  sure  that  some  minds 
have  been  changed. 

The  Times  quoted  a  North  Caro- 
lina member  of  the  Congress, 
Howard  Coble,  who  will  not  partici- 
pate in  the  pension  program. 

"I  know  I'm  not  going  to  balance 
the  budget  by  refusing  it,"  he  said, 
"but  I  think  it  is  a  taxpayer  rip-off 
and  it  would  be  hypocritical  for  me  to 
take  it." 


The  answer  came  one  evening  at 
sundown  as  he  was  enjoying  the 
green  view  from  his  screen  porch.  A 
skunk,  fat  and  lumbering,  appeared 
at  the  far  end  of  the  lawn.  He 
watched  it  plod  upirill,  bustling  pur- 
posefully, to  the  wall  that  ran  beside 
his  garden.  The  skunk  scrabbled  up 
the  wall  as  easily  as  a  cat  would, 
chose  its  way  along  till  it  could  look 
down  into  the  garden,  and  jumped. 

The  mystery  was  solved,  and  rab- 
bits, all  of  them,  resumed  their  place 
of  low  esteem.  Skunks  seemed 
slightly  enhanced.  This  one  had  fig- 
ured out  how  to  get  around  the  chick- 
enwire. Skunks,  after  all,  are  smart 
enough  to  understand  the  respect 
they  command,  and  sensible  enough 
to  hold  their  fire  when!  a  mere  threat 
is  sufficient.  Nothing,  of  course, 
comes  up  to  racoons,  which  can 
climb  chickenwire  and  trees,  open 
trash  cans,  unlatch  doors,  and  learn 
from  their  mistakes. 

Our  gardener  friend  has  had  to  re- 
sign himself  to  the  skunk's  deprada- 
tions.  It  could  be  worse.  It  could  be 


store     faith.     Notable     cor 
meeting  sites,   hosts   to  th 
sands  of  worshippers  (mti- 
Methodists),  were  at  Yarmc 
Eastham  and  on  the  Viney 
at  Cottage  City,  now  known 
Oak  Bluffs. 

In  the  1800s  the  last  Thu 
day  in  July  was  Picnic  Da; 
the  Yarmouth  camp  meeii: 
in  an  oak  grove  still  full  oft. 
"gingerbread"  cottages,  I 
tween  Yarmouth  and  Hyanr. 
A  booklet  by  Mrs.  Caroline 
Siebans  informs  u    i 

"Sometimes  we  overheard  oi 
elders  relating  in  shock, 
tones  that  the  night  before  I 
watchman  had  knocked  on  th< 
door  of  a  certain  cottage  p< 
cause  a  company  of  young  pe< 
pie  were  noisy  and  hilario. 
after  10  o'clock." 

Shame.  At  a  religious  me* 
ing,  mind  you,  and  long  befo 
the  days  (and  nights)  of  Dp 
light  Saving  Time.  At  Eastht. 
there  were  even  worse  goinf 
on.  So  much  so  that  one  hist, 
rian    sadly    reported,    "Mo: 
souls  were   made   there   thai 
ever  were  saved."  I  know,  it' 
easy  to  forget  when  you  and 
were  young,  Maggie.  (My  wife 
name   is   Margaret,   but   don 
jump  to  any  conclusions.) 

The  island  movement  seem 
to  have  done  somewhat  better 
They  set  up  a  driftwood  plat 


^ 


Why  Attend? 

I  would  like  to  voice  my 
opinion  on  the  Falmouth 
Street  Fair  since  I  will  be 
working  July  25  and  unable  to 
attend  the  open  meeting. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  traf- 
fic was  horrendous,  but  the 
many  months  of  advance  notice 
of  the  fair  couldn't  one  plan  to 
do  their  Main  Street  business 
another  day?  I  happened  to  be 
working  on  Shore  Street  that 
day,  working  a  split  shift  which 
meant  I  had  to  make  two  round 
trips.  The  time  involved  travel- 
ing wasn't  something  I  would 
like  to  do  often,  but  I  somehow 
managed  one  day. 

Mr.  Banks's  opinion  of  the 
arts  and  crafts  are  just  that  — 
Mr.  Banks's  opinion.  There 
were  no  so  called  "hucksters." 
Those  who  had  stalls  to  show 
their  crafts  were  pleasant  tc 
deal  with  and  in  no  way  did  a 
"hard  sell."  I'm  a  "shopper 
and  thought  prices  fair.  I  think 
Mr.  Banks  gave  little  thought  t< 
the  time  and  work  involve'! 
when  he  referred  to  the  hand 
work  as  trash. 

If  the  street  fair  is  so  very 
offensive,  why  were  there  so 
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Letter 
from  a 

federal 
pensioner 

Inflation,  oil  and  the 
cost  of  public  pensions 


By  HASTINGS  KEITH 

What  are  the  similarities 
between  the  "politics  of 
oil"  and  the  "politics  of 
public  pensions?"Both 
"affect  every  man  and  woman  in  the 
United  States.  Both  have  been  on 
the  table  for  resolution  for  decades. 
And  neither  the  president  nor  Con- 
gress has  been  willing  to  tackle  ei- 
ther. 

I  tried  to  get  Congress  to  move 
on  the  energy  crisis  while  I  was  still 
a  congressman 
from  Massa- 
chusetts. I  tried 
to  get  Congress 
to  move  on  the 
federal  pension 
crisis  after  I  re- 
tired. I  rate  the 
two  equal  in  im- 
portance to  all 
Americans.  I 
was  ignored  on 
both. 
I  am  con- 
cerned for  the  people  of  the  United 
States. They  are  not  being  treated 
right  by  Congress' failure  to  devel- 
op a  comprehensive  national  ener- 
gy policy.  They  are  also  being 
bilked  by  a  federal  pension  system 
that  costs  them  too  much. 

The  pension  system  is  rigged  to 
provide  great  benefits  for  the  few  at 
a  great  cost  to  the  many.  Mean- 
while, the  Northeast,  heavily  de- 
pendent upon  imported  oil,  is  left  at 
the  mercy  of  an  international  cartel 
over  which  they  have  no  control. 

Handsome  rewards 

Most  who  depend  on  Social  Se- 
curity supplemented  by  savings 
and  small  private  pension  plans 
will  never  enjoy  the  handsome  re- 
wards showered  on  federal  pen- 
sioners like  me.  Our  generation  is 
being  rewarded  too  much  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  next. 

More  than  10  years  ago,  readers 
of  this  paper  were  shocked  to  learn 
my  federal  pensions  had  gone  up  to 
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Congressman  Hastings  Keith,  represented 
South  Shore,  Cape;  [RUN  OF  PAPER  Edition] 

Ryan  Menard.  The  Patriot  Ledger.  Quincy,  Mass.:  Jul  22,  2005.  pg.  16 

Abstract  (Summary) 

Keith  helped  bring  million  of  dollars  of  federal  aid  to  his  district  to  help 
support  housing,  education,  child  care  and  the  fishing  industry.  The 
federal  building  in  New  Bedford  is  named  for  him.  In  the  early  1960s, 
when  it  was  feared  that  pesticides  used  on  his  district's  cranberry  crop 
caused  cancer,  he  insisted  that  the  whole  family  drink  nothing  but 
cranberry  juice.  "The  industry  was  up  in  arms,  and  farmers  were  afraid 
they  were  going  to  lose  everything,  but  he  supported  them,"  his 
daughter  said.  He  always  kept  a  cooler  of  cranberry  juice  at  his 
congressional  offices,  offering  it  to  guests  instead  of  water,  she  said.  He 
chose  not  to  run  for  reelection  in  1972  while  his  wife  battled  cancer. 
Then,  in  1992  at  the  age  of  77,  Mr. 
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Copyright  Patriot  Ledger  Jul  22,  2005 

BROCKTON  -  Hastings  Keith,  89,  a  former  congressman  who 
represented  the  South  Shore  and  Cape  Cod  for  14  years,  died  Tuesday 
in  his  hometown  of  Brockton. 

Mr.  Keith  made  the  leap  from  the  insurance  business  to  politics  by 
winning  a  seat  in  the  state  Senate  in  1952.  He  served  there  for  four  years 
and  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1958.  A  Republican,  he  served  in  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives  until  1972. 

He  was  among  the  first  Republicans  to  support  Medicare,  helped  lower 
the  voting  age  to  18  and  was  instrumental  in  the  creation  of  the  National 
Seashore  in  his  beloved  Cape  Cod. 

Keith  helped  bring  million  of  dollars  of  federal  aid  to  his  district  to  help 
support  housing,  education,  child  care  and  the  fishing  industry.  The 
federal  building  in  New  Bedford  is  named  for  him.  In  the  early  1960s, 
when  it  was  feared  that  pesticides  used  on  his  district's  cranberry  crop 
caused  cancer,  he  insisted  that  the  whole  family  drink  nothing  but 
cranberry  juice.  "The  industry  was  up  in  arms,  and  farmers  were  afraid 
they  were  going  to  lose  everything,  but  he  supported  them,"  his  daughter 
said.  He  always  kept  a  cooler  of  cranberry  juice  at  his  congressional 
offices,  offering  it  to  guests  instead  of  water,  she  said.  He  chose  not  to 
run  for  reelection  in  1972  while  his  wife  battled  cancer.  Then,  in  1992  at 
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the  age  of  77,  Mr.  Keith  rallied  enough  support  to  run  again  for  his  old 
seat  against  incumbent  Gerry  Studds  but  dropped  out  of  the  race 
because  he  needed  heart  surgery. 

He  was  also  known  for  his  crusade  for  pension  reform,  and  established 
the  non-profit  organization  PEPS,  Public  Employee  Pension  Systems.  He 
wrote  a  book  in  2003  on  the  subject. 

A  World  War  II  veteran,  Mr.  Keith  served  in  the  Army  in  Europe  on  Gen. 
Dwight  Eisenhower's  staff.  He  continued  to  serve  for  many  years, 
eventually  leaving  the  service  as  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

Born  in  1915,  Keith  was  raised  in  Brockton  and  graduated  from  Brockton 
High  School,  Deerfield  Academy  and  the  University  of  Vermont  in  1 938. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Barbara  Clapp  Keith;  two  daughters,  Helen 
Harriman  Keith  Blake  of  Burlington,  Vt.,  and  Carolyn  Keith  Silvia  of 
Bridgewater;  a  brother,  Mark  Keith  of  California;  three  grandsons;  and 
many  nieces  and  nephews. 

He  was  the  husband  of  the  late  Louise  Harriman  and  the  late  Frances 
Bland  Jackson,  both  of  whom  died  of  cancer. 

A  funeral  service  will  be  held  at  1 1  a.m.  Wednesday  at  Christ 
Congregational  Church,  1350  Pleasant  St.,  Brockton.  Burial  will  be  in 
Union  Cemetery,  Brockton. 
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FORMER  REP.  HASTINGS  KEITH;  BILL  LED 
TO  CAPE  SHORE  PARK;  [THIRD  Edition] 

GLOBE  STAFF.  Boston  Globe.  Boston,  Mass.:  Jul  22.  2005.  pg.  A.15 

Abstract  (Summary) 

Mr.  Keith  was  credited  with  helping  to  save  the  cranberry  industry  in 
the  late  1950s,  when  a  cancer  scare  over  chemicals  then  used  to  grow 
cranberries  caused  the  dumping  of  crops.  After  the  crisis  broke  at 
Thanksgiving  time,  Mr.  Keith  and  his  family  made  a  point  of  drinking 
cranberry  juice  for  weeks,  in  an  effort  to  show  it  was  safe. 

One  of  Mr.  Keith's  most  significant  accomplishments  was  a  bill  he 
cosponsored  in  1961  to  establish  the  Cape  Cod  National  Seashore. 
With  43,604  acres  of  shoreline  and  dunes,  including  a  40-mile  stretch  of 
beach,  the  national  park  is  now  considered  one  of  the  gems  of 
Massachusetts.  The  National  Park  Service  presented  a  special  award  in 
2002  honoring  Mr.  Keith's  efforts. 

Mr.  Keith  was  also  credited  with  bringing  millions  in  federal  funding  to 
the  New  Bedford  area,  for  housing,  education,  the  fishing  industry,  and 
other  initiatives.  A  federal  building  in  New  Bedford  is  named  after  Mr. 
Keith. 

»  Jump  to  indexing  (document  details) 
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Copyright  New  York  Times  Company  Jul  22,  2005 

Hastings  Keith,  a  Republican  congressman  who  represented  the  Bay 
State  for  14  years  and  helped  create  the  Cape  Cod  National  Seashore, 
died  of  pneumonia  Tuesday  in  Brockton.  He  was  89. 

After  serving  in  the  state  Senate,  Mr.  Keith  won  election  in  1958  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  a  district  that  encompassed  the  Cape  and 
the  Islands  and  south  coastal  areas  such  as  New  Bedford.  It  would  be 
the  first  of  seven  terms. 

Known  by  his  colleagues  as  Hasty,  Mr.  Keith  was  considered  a 
conservative  Republican  who  tenaciously  looked  out  for  the  interests  of 
his  constituents,  mainly  the  fishing  and  agricultural  industries  of 
Southeastern  Massachusetts. 

He  was  one  of  the  first  Republicans  to  support  Medicare  and  the  idea 
that  government  should  support  those  with  health  care  needs. 
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Mr.  Keith  was  credited  with  helping  to  save  the  cranberry  industry  in  the 
late  1950s,  when  a  cancer  scare  over  chemicals  then  used  to  grow 
cranberries  caused  the  dumping  of  crops.  After  the  crisis  broke  at 
Thanksgiving  time,  Mr.  Keith  and  his  family  made  a  point  of  drinking 
cranberry  juice  for  weeks,  in  an  effort  to  show  it  was  safe. 

In  a  1966  interview  with  the  Globe,  he  recalled  a  day  in  1959  when  three 
officials  from  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  testified  before  a 
congressional  hearing  about  how  the  government  should  censure 
cranberry  growers  for  ignoring  regulations.  The  men,  he  recalled,  were 
sitting  in  front  of  a  large  "no  smoking"  sign. 

"I'll  never  forget  it,"  Mr.  Keith  recalled.  "One  of  them  was  smoking  a 
cigarette,  another  a  cigar,  and  the  third  a  big  meerschaum  pipe.  I  asked 
them  if  they  had  seen  the  sign.  They  looked  up,  and  their  arguments  sort 
of  dissolved." 

His  son-in-law,  Paul  Silvia  of  Bridgewater,  said  Mr.  Keith's  nickname  was 
"the  cranberry  congressman."  He  always  kept  a  cooler  of  cranberry  juice 
at  his  congressional  offices,  offering  it  to  guests  instead  of  water. 

One  of  Mr.  Keith's  most  significant  accomplishments  was  a  bill  he 
cosponsored  in  1961  to  establish  the  Cape  Cod  National  Seashore.  With 
43,604  acres  of  shoreline  and  dunes,  including  a  40-mile  stretch  of 
beach,  the  national  park  is  now  considered  one  of  the  gems  of 
Massachusetts.  The  National  Park  Service  presented  a  special  award  in 
2002  honoring  Mr.  Keith's  efforts. 

"I'm  saddened  to  learn  of  Hastings'  death,  and  my  thoughts  and  prayers 
go  out  to  his  family,"  US  Senator  Edward  Kennedy  said  in  a  statement. 
"We  served  together  in  Congress  for  10  years  when  I  first  arrived  in  the 
Senate,  and  I  learned  a  great  deal  from  him. 

"He  did  an  outstanding  job  for  the  people  of  our  state,  and  he'll  always  be 
remembered  for  his  extraordinary  leadership  in  establishing  the  Cape 
Cod  National  Seashore." 

Mr.  Keith  was  also  credited  with  bringing  millions  in  federal  funding  to  the 
New  Bedford  area,  for  housing,  education,  the  fishing  industry,  and  other 
initiatives.  A  federal  building  in  New  Bedford  is  named  after  Mr.  Keith. 

His  daughter,  Carolyn  Keith  Silvia  of  Bridgewater,  said  she  and  her  sister 
each  have  a  unique  piece  of  White  House  memorabilia:  On  two  separate 
visits,  their  father  broke  a  chair,  the  remnants  of  which  he  gave  to  them. 

In  1972,  after  a  redistricting  removed  his  hometown  of  West  Bridgewater 
from  his  district  and  with  his  wife,  Louise,  battling  cancer,  Mr.  Keith  chose 
not  to  run  again.  The  seat  was  won  by  Gerry  Studds,  whom  Mr.  Keith 
had  narrowly  defeated  in  1 970. 

The  seat  is  now  held  by  William  D.  Delahunt,  a  Democrat  from  Quincy. 

After  his  years  as  an  insider  on  Capitol  Hill,  Mr.  Keith  spent  much  of  his 
time  and  energy  battling  government,  specifically  the  issuing  of  large 
pensions  to  congressmen.  He  likened  the  benefits  to  "a  gravy  train"  that 
threatened  to  hurtle  out  of  control. 

"We're  embarrassed  by  our  riches,"  said  Mr.  Keith,  who  accumulated  four 
pensions  for  his  posts  in  government. 
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In  2003,  at  age  87,  his  work  culminated  in  the  publication  of  a  book, 
"Make  It  Fair!  An  Angry  Call  for  Federal  Pension  Reform." 

The  second  of  five  children,  Mr.  Keith  grew  up  in  a  political  family.  His 
father,  Roger,  was  mayor  of  Brockton,  and  their  ancestors  held 
government  positions  in  Southeastern  Massachusetts  dating  back  to 
1656. 

He  loved  animals.  In  high  school,  his  daughter  said,  he  went  on  a  trip 
through  Europe,  and  when  his  parents  picked  him  up  at  South  Station, 
he  was  carrying  two  homing  pigeons  and  15  cents  in  his  pocket. 

Mr.  Keith  graduated  from  Brockton  High  School,  Deerfield  Academy,  and 
the  University  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Keith  graduated  from  the  Command  and  General  Staff  School  during 
World  War  II,  and  he  served  in  the  Army  in  Europe  on  General  Dwight 
Eisenhower's  staff. 

Mr.  Keith's  first  two  wives,  Louise  Harriman  and  Frances  Bland  Jackson, 
died  of  cancer. 

In  addition  to  his  daughter,  Mr.  Keith  leaves  his  wife,  Barbara  C;  another 
daughter,  Helen  H.  of  Burlington,  Vt.;  a  brother,  Mark  of  California;  and 
three  grandsons. 

A  funeral  service  will  be  held  at  1 1  a.m.  Wednesday  in  Christ 
Congregational  Church  in  Brockton.  Burial  will  be  in  Union  Cemetery  in 
Brockton. 
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The  passing  of  a  gentleman 

Cape  Cod  Times  (Hyannis,  MA)  -  Thursday,  July  28,  2005 
Author:  FRANCIS  BROADHURST 

Hastings  Keith  ,  who  died  July  19,  was  laid  to  rest  in  his  hometown  of  Brockton 
yesterday.  It  was  the  final  chapter  in  a  life  well  lived. 

"Hasty"  represented  our  region  for  seven  terms  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress,  having  started  his  career  in  public  service  shortly  after  mustering  out  of  the 
U.S.  Army.  He  served  on  General  Eisenhower's  staff  in  Europe  during  WWII  and  served 
four  years  in  the  Massachusetts  Senate  when  it  was  still  a  part-  time,  low-paid  position. 
That  left  him  free  to  build  his  family  insurance  business. 

This  old-fashioned  Yankee,  whose  ancestors  settled  here  in  the  1600s,  developed 
lasting  friendships  with  memorable  political  figures  He  was  a  principled  maverick  who 
took  pride  in  the  Keith  Family  motto:  Veritas  Vincit  -  truth  conquers. 

He  believed  public  service  to  be  a  public  trust  and  despised  waste,  fraud  and  deceit.  At 
ease  with  the  well  to  do,  his  real  passion  was  caring  for  ordinary  working  men  and 
women  whom  he  genuinely  admired  because  they  worked  hard,  sacrificed,  took  care  of 
their  families  and  served  the  nation  when  it  needed  them.  Their  interests  remained 
uppermost  in  his  thinking.  The  rich  would  survive  and  live  well.  His  worried  about  the  well 
being  of  men  and  women  who  labored  in  the  mills  and  factories  that  once  flourished  in 
his  district.  He  fought  hard  for  fishermen  who  risk  death  every  time  they  go  to  sea.  An 
inveterate  sailor,  he  fought  for  the  Coast  Guard,  which  meant  so  much  to  his  district. 

Hasty  loved  poetry,  history  and  tradition.  Though  20  years  my  senior,  we  shared  similar 
education  backgrounds.  We  had  teachers  who  drilled  into  our  heads  great  literature, 
arithmetic,  vocabulary  and  the  ability  to  write  a  simple  declarative  sentence. 

He  was  delighted  when  I  would  recite  back  to  him  refrains  from  great  poems  he  learned 
by  heart  from  his  teachers  decades  before  me. 

While  he  came  from  a  distinguished  family,  he  saw  their  fortunes  disappear  during  the 
Depression  and  experienced  hardship.  They  survived.  But  he  saw  mill  workers  die  from 
lack  of  medical  care  and  near  starvation  during  hard  times  when  jobs  were  scarce  and 
the  mills  closed.  That  is  why  he  bucked  his  Republican  Party  to  create  Medicare  to 
provide  health  care  to  those  without  resources. 

This  concern  for  working  people  led  him  to  launch  his  last  crusade  to  cap  runaway 
pension  costs  which  will  saddle  our  children  and  grandchildren  with  enormous  debt  to 
take  care  of  today's  pensioners.  He  forced  some  reform  but  nothing  approaching  what  he 
believed  necessary. 

Coming  from  the  energy  poor  Northeast,  the  Congressman  was  also  concerned  about 
our  dependence  on  foreign  oil.  After  visiting  Europe,  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  in  1972 
he  was  disturbed  by  our  growing  reliance  on  dictators  and  corrupt  monarchs  who,  as  he 
wrote  in  his  report  to  Congress,  could  shut  off  the  flow  of  oil  and  drive  inflation  into 
double  digits.  He  pleaded  for  a  national  energy  policy  to  lessen  this  dependence.  His 
report,  "Over  a  Barrel,"  was  ignored. 

Months  after  he  delivered  his  warning  about  OPEC's  power  came  the  Arab  oil  embargo. 
Our  economy  tanked.  Twenty  years  later  Congress  is  close  to  passing  an  energy  bill 
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Hasty  was  a  man  who  could  see  what  was  coming.  Unlike  those  who  put  in  their  time 
and  go  along  to  get  along,  this  old  Yankee  fought  to  prevent  the  dangers  he  foresaw. 

He  would  speak  with  pride  of  his  work  to  create  the  National  Seashore,  transfer  Coast 
Guard  Air  Station  to  Cape  Cod  and  save  the  cranberry  industry.  But  he  was  nagged  by 
his  inability  to  win  support  for  a  national  energy  policy  and  pension  reform  to  avoid 
bankrupting  our  grandchildren. 

Few  people  who  have  served  in  public  office  can  match  Hastings  Keith  's  record  He  did 
it  not  because  it  was  politically  advantageous  but  because  "It  was  the  right  thing  to  do!" 

I'll  miss  his  wisdom,  his  sense  of  humor  and  his  spirit  of  optimism  for  America. 

Francis  Broadhurst  is  a  Cape  Cod  Times  columnist.  His  column  runs  every  other 
Thursday.  Write  him  at  88  Stony  Cliff  Road,  Centerville,  MA  02632  or  e-mail  him  at 
FIBcape@aol.com 
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646  PLYMOUTH,  NORFOLK  AND  BARNSTABLE 

^      Counties, _Mass, 

WEST  BRIDGEWATER     ^r 

Passing  through  the  beautiful  town  of  West  Bridgewater,  a  stranger 
is  likely  to  have  his  attention  attracted  to  an  unusual  building  of 
ornate  architecture,  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  ask  what 
building  it  is.  The  answer  will  denote  the  age  of  the  person,  as  older 
residents  are  likely  to  call  it  the  Howard  Collegiate  Institute,  a  later 
generation  the  Howard  Seminary,  and  still  another  the-  Howard  High 
School.  By  these  names  the  institution  housed  in  this  foulr-story 
building,  surrounded  by  an  attractive  campus,  has  been  called  succes- 
sively and,  under  whatever  name,  there  has  been  a  school  held  there 
continuousjly  which  has  reflected  much  credit  upon  the  town  and 
carried  out  the  intention  of  the  generous  founder,  the  late  Benjamin 
B.  Howard. 

The  school,  housed  in  its  handsome  brick  edifice,  was  opened  Oc- 
tober 2,  1883,  an  institution  for  girls  and  young  women.  The  first 
principal  was  Miss  Helen  McGill,  Ph.  D.  The  donor,  Captain  Ben- 
jamin Beal  Howard,  a  member  of  the  famous  Howard  family  which 
has  always  been  prominent  in  the  town  for  good  citizenship,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  in  that  part  now  called  West  Bridge- 
water,  March  2,  1788.  His  ancestor,  John  Howard,  the  first  of  the 
Howards  in  Plymouth  County,  kept  the  first  tavern,  or  "ordinary,"  in 
the  town.  Captain  Howard  kept  the  same  tavern,  the  fifth  genera- 
tion to  perform  that  public  service,  until  the  ancestral  house  was  de- 
stroyed in -1838. 

In  his  will  appeared  a  clause  giving  to  the  town  of  West  Bridge- 
water  $80,000,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  the  "establish- 
ment and  support  of  a  high  school  or  seminary  of  learning  to  be 
called  the  Howard  School."  Ever  since  the  school  was  founded  it  has 
grown  in  popularity,  excellence  and  influence,  as  well  as  in  the  physical 
plant.  There  are  at  present  several  dormitories,  and  pupils  come  from 
alll  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  Howard  High  School  for  the  boys 
and  girls  of  West  Bridgewater  is  conducted  in  connection  with  it. 

Some  of  the  most  productive  soil  for  farming  in  Plymouth  County 
is  located  in  West  Bridgewater  and  several  prosperous  farms  help 
furnish  fruits  and  vegetables  for  Brockton  and  towns  in  the  vicinity. 
The  town  is  level,  well  watered,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Brockton, 
on  the  east  by  East  Bridgewater,  on  the  south  by  Bridgewater,  and  on 
the  west  by  Easton  in  Bristol  County. 

West  Bridgewater  became  a  separate  town  February  16,  1822,  pre- 
vious to  which  date  it  was  a  part  of  Bridgewater  and  the  central  part 
of  that  ancient  town.  Soon  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  an 
order  of  the  court  at  Plymouth  established  a  stone  monument  in  the 
place  where  the  Centre  Tree  formerly  stood,  marking  the  geographical 
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centre  of  Bridgewater.  The  bounds  between  West  Bridgewater  and 
North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton)  were  established  January  26,  1825. 
In  1894  a  part  of  West  Bridgewater  was  annexed  to  Brockton.  The 
present  town  has  about  9,000  acres  of  land. 

The  Public  Library  was  located  in  the  Howard  Collegiate  Institute, 
as  it  was  then  called,  when  it  was  organized  October  1,  1879.  It  is 
one  of  the  present  educational  institutions  of  the  town  which  is  duly 
appreciated  by  the  townspeople. 

On  the  highway  leading  from  Brockton  to  Cape  Cod  is  the  town 
square,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  handsome  soldiers'  monument.  This 
was  dedicated  July  4,  1879.  Near  the  centre,  adjoining  the  campus  of 
the  Howard  Seminary,  is  the  First  Church  building.  Captain  Benjamin 
Beal  Howard,  who  bequeathed  $80,000  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Howard  Seminary,  also  bequeathed  $20,000,  the  income  of  which  is 
applied  to  the  support  of  Unitarian  or  liberal  preaching  in  this  church. 
The  first  meeting-house  was  erected  in  West  Bridgewater  about  1660 
and  was  built  of  logs. 

The  Rev.  James  Keith  was  the  first  minister  ordained  in  this  town. 
This  was  in  1664,  twelve  years  after  the  first  settlement  was  made.  It 
appears  that  they  found  it  difficult  to  support  a  minister  before  this 
time.  Mr.  Keith  was  from  Scotland,  and  was  educated  at  Aberdeen. 
He  came  to  Boston  about  1662,  and  was  introduced  to  the  church  at 
Bridgewater  by  Dr.  Increase  Mather,  an  early  president  of  Harvard 
College.  The  descendants  of  Mr.  Keith  are  numerous.  He  died  in 
1719,  aged  seventy-six.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Daniel  Perkins, 
who  was  ordained  in  1721,  and  died  in  1782.  The  next  minister  was 
Rev.  John  Reed,  D.  D.,  who  was  ordained  as  collleague  with  Mr.  Per- 
kins in  1780. 

First  Settlement  Away  from  the  Coast — The  grant  of  the  Bridge- 
water  plantation  was  in  1646,  as  stated  elsewhere,  and  the  settlement 
made  in  1650.  The  following  were  the  first  permanent  settlers  of 
West  Bridgewater:  Thomas  Hayward,  Nathaniel  Willis,  John  Wil- 
lis, William  Bassett,  John  Washburn,  John  Washburn,  Jr.,  John  Ames, 
Thomas  Gannett,  William  Brett,  John  Cary,  Samuel  Tompkins,  Ar- 
thur Harris,  John  Fobes,  Experience  Mitchell,  John  Howard,  and 
Solomon   Leonard. 

The  first  settlers  had  a  house-lot  of  six  acres  each  on  the  town  river, 
and  the  place  was  called  Nuckatest,  or  Nuncketetest.  The  first  lots 
were  taken  up  at  West  Bridgewater;  first  houses  built  and  the  first 
improvements  made  there.  The  settlement  was  compact,  the  house- 
lots  being  contiguous,  with  a  view  for  mutual  protection  and  aid  against 
the  Indians.  As  a  further  protection  from  the  natives,  they  erected 
a  stockade  or  garrison  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  fortified  many 
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of  their  dwellings.  From  this  original  home  the  settlers  scattered  into 
other  portions  of  the  town,  extending  their  dwellings  first  into  the 
south  part  of  the  town,  toward  Nippenicket  pond,  on  the  road  to 
Taunton,  where  they  were  in  the  habit  of  going  to  mill  on  foot,  with 
the  grists  upon  their  backs,  a  distance  of  several  miles. 

The  West  Parish  was  never  incorporated  by  an  Act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, but  the  parochial  affairs  were  for  many  years  transacted  by  the 
old  town.  It  was  incorporated  as  West  Bridgewater,  February  16, 
1822. 

On  June  3,  1856,  the  four  Bridgewaters  united  in  celebrating  the  two 
hundredth   anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of   the   old   town. 

The  first  interior  settlement  in  Plymouth  County  was  about  where 
West  Bridgewater  is  located.  According  to  an  old  record,  at  the  time 
of  King  Philip's  War  the  inhabitants  "were  strongly  advised  and  so- 
licited to  desert  their  dwellings  and  repair  down  to  the  towns  on  the 
sea-side,"  but  they  erected  a  stockade  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
fortified  some  of  their  dwellings,  and  resisted  numerous  attacks  reso- 
lutely. On  one  occasion  thirteen  houses  and  four  barns  were  burned. 
There  is  a  tradition  that  during  the  war  every  house  except  one  in 
the  town  of  Bridgewater  was  burned. 

According  to  a  record  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society: 

A  few  weeks  previous  to  the  death  of  Philip,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
being  alarmed  at  some  appearance  of  the  enemy,  they  immediately  pressed  Com- 
fort Willis  and  Joseph  Edson  to  go  post  to  the  governor,  to  give  informa- 
tion. Captain  Church,  with  his  company,  was  immediately  sent  to  their  assis- 
tance. About  twenty  men  from  Bridgewater,  while  on  the  road  to  meet  Captain 
CKurch,  came  upon  the  enemy,  and  fought  them,  and  took  seventeen  alive,  and 
also  much  plunder,  without  losing  a  man.  They  joined  Captain  Church  next  day, 
and  soon  captured  and  killed  173  Indians.  These  prisoners  were  conveyed  into 
the  town  pound  at  night,  and  an  Indian  guard  set  over  them.  They  were  well 
treated  with  victuals  and  drink,  and  had  a  merry  night;  and  the  prisoners  laughed 
as  loud  as  the  soldiers,  not  having  been  so  well  treated  for  a  long  time.  The  next 
day  Captain  Church  arrived  safe  at  Plymouth,  with  all  the  prisoners.  Notwith- 
standing the  many  dangers  of  this  war,  and  the  great  number  of  the  Bridgewater 
people  engaged  in  it,  it  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  not  one  of  the  inhabi- 
tants was  killed. 

The  first  person  who  fell  in  battle  from  this  place  was  John  Snell,  who  was 
killed  in  the  old  French  War.  The  second  was  Captain  Jacob  Allen,  who  was 
killed  at  the  capture  of  Burgoyne. 

WHITMAN 

The  Town  and  the  Man — Someone  has  said  of  Brockton,  the  next 

neighbor  of  Whitman  on  the  west : 

Brockton  stands  with  its  back  to  the  wall  of  Norfolk  and  Bristol  counties  and 
with  the  town  of  Whitman  as  its  front  yard.  The  first  electric  street  railway 
ever   constructed   connected   the   centre   of   Brockton   with   the   edge   of   Whitman 
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WEST  BRIDGEWATER. 

Although  one  of  the  towns  last  incorporated  in  Plymouth 
County,  West  Bridgewater  is,  nevertheless,  an  early  English 
settlement ;  in  fact  it  was  the  first  interior  settlement  of  Ply- 
mouth colony,  and  showed  marks  of  civilization  more  than 
two  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago. 

Remaining  a  part  of  ancient  Bridgewater  as  it  did,  from 
1651  to  1822,  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-one 
years,  its  date  of  incorporation  as  a  new  and  distinct  town 
causes  it  to  rank  as  the  youngest  in  the  county,  save  East 
Bridgewater,  Lakeville,  Marion  and  Mattpoisett. 

The  history  of  West  Bridgewater  is,  therefore  in  fact,  nearly 
all  a  part  of  the  history  of  ancient  Bridgewater. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  settlement,  each  settler  had  a' 
house  lot  of  six  acres  near  the  river,  then  called  "  Nunketest," 
which  name  for  a  long  time  was  applied    to    the    settlement 
itself. 

Rev.  James  Keith  was  their  first  minister.  He  was  from 
Scotland,  and  came  to  Boston  in  or  about  1662,  and  was  or- 
dained at  Bridgewater  in  1664.  Died  in  1719  aged  76; 
must  have  been  born  in  or  about  1643. 

This  was  the  first  interior  settlement  in  Plymouth  County, 
and  its  early  inhabitants  were  called  on  to  encounter  many 
and  repeated  dangers  and  troubles  incident  to  Indian  war- 
fare. During  King  Philip's  war,  1675  and  1676,  they  dis- 
played great  resolution  and  intrepidity.  Surrounded  as  they, 
were  by  the  savage  foe,  and  strongly  advised  and  solicited  to 
leave  their  dwellings  and  to  repair  to  the  towns  at  the  sea- 
side, they,  however,  resolutely  held  their  ground,  and  suc- 
cessfully defended  the  settlement  and  encouraged  and  assist- 
ed some  other  towns  to  do  likewise. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  river  they  erected  and  maintained 
a  stockade,  and  there  kept  a  small  garrison.  They  also  forti- 
fied several  of  their  dwellings. 

_  Sunday,  April  9th,  1676,  they  received  a  visit  from  the  In- 
dians who  burned  one  house  and  a  barn,  .broke  into,  and 
rifled  several  other  houses,  but  fled  as  soon  as  pursued. 

May  8,  1676,  the  Indians,  about  three  hundred  in  number, 
led  by  Tispaquin,  the  noted  chieftan  of  Middleborough,  paid 
the  people  of  Bridgewater  a  second  visit,  making  an  assault 
upon  the  east  end  of  the  town,  set  fire  to  many  of  the  Eng- 
lish dwellings,  but,  as  said  the  old  chronicle,  "  the  inhabit- 
ants issuing  from  their  houses,  fell  upon  them  so   resolutely 
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that  the  enemy  were  repelled  and  a  heavy    shower    of  rain 
falling  at  the  same  time,  the  fires  were  soon  extinguished." 

This  was  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  failing  in  their 
attempts  in  that  direction,  the  Indians   now  iepaired  to  the 
north  side  of  the  stream,  where  the  attack  was  renewed,  but . 
they  were  again,  driven  off  after  burning  two  houses  and  one 
barn. 

Houses  upon  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  deserted  by  their 
owners,  fell  a  prey  to  the  Indian's  torch,  by  which  fourteen 
houses  four  barns,  including  those  in  the  village,  were  des- 
troyed. 

Sometime,  during  the  summer  of  1676,  Capt.  Benjamin 
Church,  with  a  body  of  soldiers,  were  sent  to  aid  in  this  de- 
fence, and  twenty  Bridge  water  men  going  out  to  meet  Capt. 
Church,  came  upon  a  band  of  Indians,  of  whom  they  cap- 
tured seventeen  together  with  considerable  plunder.  The 
next  day,  as  a  part  of  captain  Church's  command,  they  parti- 
cipated in  conquering  a  tribe  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  Indians.  These  Indian  prisoners  were  taken  to  Bridge- 
water,  and  confined  in  the  town-pound. 

The  old  chronicle  adds,  concerning    the    Indian    captives  : 

"  They  were  well  treated  with  victuals  and  drink,  and  the 
prisoners  laughed  as  loud  as  the  soldiers,  not  having  been  so 
well  treated  for  a  long  time." 

Tradition  informs  us  that  not  a  single  Bridgewater  man  was 
slain  in  that  war,  nor  in  any  other  in  which  the  county  had 
engaged,  until  they  were  called  upon  to  participate  in  the 
"Old  French  War,"  so  called,  17-15,  when  John  Snell,  of 
Biidgewater,  fell  in  battle. 

In  the  war  for  Independence,  viz.,  at  the  capture  of  Bur- 
goyne,  Capt.  Jacob  Allen,  of  Bridgewater,  was  slain. 

Comfort  Willis,  the  Bridgewater  "  Trooper."  who  figured 
so  conspicuously  in  "  King  Philip's  War,"  is  said  to  have  kept 
a  diary  of  those  stirring  events,  as  the  same  were  occurring. 
He  was  the  ancestor  of  Judge  Samuel  Willis,  of  Dartmouth, 
now  New  Bedford.  Samuel  Willis  was  Colonel  *  of  the 
Second  Regiment,  Bristol  County  Militia,  in  the  time  of  the 
"Old  French  War,"    1745,  and  1746.     His   son,  Ebenezer 

*  The  local  militia  of  Bristol  County  were  then  organized  into  three 
Regiments  of  which  Dr.  Thomas  Bowen  was  Colonel  of  the 
1st,  Samuel  Willis,  Dartmouth,  Colonel  of  the  2nd,  aad  George  Leon- 
ard, of  Norton,  Colonel  of  the  3rd.  A  few  years  later,  Daniel  Carpen- 
ter, of  Rehoboth,  succeeded  Dr.  Bowen,  as  Colonel.  Ezra  Richmond' 
of  Dighton,  succeeded  Colonel  Willis,  and  Ephraim  Leonard  succeed- 
ed his  brother,  George  Leonard. 
10 
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Willis,  was  Major  of  the  same  regiment,  just  before  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

*  A  lineal  descendant,  named  Samuel  Willis,  was  Adjutant 
of  the  same  Regiment,  about  the  time  of  the  "  Shay's  Rebel- 
lion." 

Hon  William  Baylies,  distinguished  for  his  ability  as  a 
lawyer,  (although  a  native  of  Dighton,)  resided  in  West 
Bridgewater,  for  many  years. 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  West  Bridgewater. 

Jonathan  Snow,  Jan.  7,  1824  ;  Samuel  Dunbar,  Feb.  17, 
1824;  Jonathan  Copeland  Jr.,  June  10,  1825;  William 
Baylies,  Jan.  7,  1826  ;  John  E.  Howard,  March  2,  1826  ; 
Abiezer  Alger,  Jan.  2,  1828  ;  Austin  Packard,  March  4, 
1828;  Daniel  Howard,  Dec.  3,  1828;  Zephaniah  Howard, 
Feb.  28,  1829;  Ellis  Ames,  March  5,  1835;  Linus  How- 
ard, June  28,  1836  ;  Jonathan  Ames,  April  13,  1843  ;  Abial 
Packard,  April  13,1843;  Elijah  Smith,  April  13,1843; 
Dwelley  Forbes,  Jan.  4,  1848 ;  Joseph  Kingman,  Feb.  6, 
1851;  Samuel  D.  Keith,  Dec.  6,  1853;  James  Howard, 
AVilliam  H.  Jennings. 

Names  of  West  Bridgewater  men  who  died  for  their  coun- 
try, in  the  late  war. 

Second  Regiment,  John  B.  Dunbar. 

Third  Regiment,  George  Colwell, 

Seventh  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Darius  Couch,  Henry 
Quintley. 

Ninth  Regiment,  under  Col.  Cass,  Patrick  Cunningham, 
Co.  K. 

Twelvth  Regiment,  under  Webster,  Timothy  O'Kary. 

Twenty  Sixth  Regiment,  John  B.  Gould,  Grenville  How- 
ard, Lyman  E.  Howard,  Francis  Lothrop. 

Twenty  Ninth  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Ebenezer  W. 
Peirce,  Myron  E.  Alger,  Chas.  H.  Hayden,  Chas.  H.Turner. 

Fortieth  Regiment,  Charles  H.  Parker,  Asa  F.  Shaw. 

Fifty  Eighth  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Whiton,  Leonard 
Jones,  Henry  M.  Folsom,  Eustace  Howard,  Hector  O.  King- 
man. 

*  When  the  Second  Regiment  was  reorganized  to  meet  the  emergen- 
cies of  the  "  Shay's  War,"  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
George  Claghorn,  of  New  Bedford,  was  commissioned  as  Colonel, 
Benjamin  Weaver,  of  Freetown,  Lieut  Colonel,  Robert  Earl,  of  West- 
port,  Major,  Samuel  Willis,  Dartmouth,  Adjutant,  and  William  Alnry, 
Quarter-master.  Col.  George  Claghorn  was  naval  constructor  of  the 
frigate  Constitution,  or  "  Old  Ironsides,"  as  sometimes  called.  Lieut. 
Col.  Weaver  was  born  in  Freetown,  June  25,  1775  ;  died  in  Freetown, 
April  23,  1838.    He  was  grandfather  to  the  writer  of  this  article. 
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-Fifty  Ninth  Ecgirnent,  Michael  McMurphy. 

First  Cavalry,  Eoscoe  Tucker. 

Second  Cavalry,  Alvan  E,  OotHn.  William 

In  the  Navy,  James  E.  Jacobs,  James   E.  Eyan, 

Dewyre.  .  „,    ,  .  ~.i      |  .  9th,   1; 

1st  Cavalry,  1 ;  2d,  Cavalry,  1  ;  Navy,  4.      lotal,  2o. 


TOWN   OFFICEES,    1873-4. 

£S"&S£"S.  r^^dT/r—  »nd   Co.- 

iJavis  <-°Pel*     '  .   g  i      j  Committee,  Perez  P.  -Field, 

lector,  George  M..  iTatt  ,  oc.ioo  £h 

Heman  Copeland    and  Miss  ^«  ^W^eS,  Thomas  P. 
Wheeler,  for  one  year  ;  Constables   Eh  Wheele 1  ^ 

Ri?ley.     The  town  voted,  45  t >  ^fp^d,  W.  H.  Jen- 

he"  m  of  twenty-five  dollars  for    any  one ,    lee  u  e      Hj£ 
ways,  $2,500,  new  roads,  $500,  school,  $ 8000.  sea ooi 
7emYrs  $200,  incidentals,  1200,  support  of  the  poor,  $810, 
tures  $100,-total  $8,300. 

First  Congregational  (Unitarian)  Church.     Eev.  Frank  P. 

Hamblett,  Pastor.  rCochesetO,  Organized  1829. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  (Uocneseuj,  w  0 

Present  Church  erected,  l844- 

Baptist  Church   Cochesett  Village.  Cochesett 

Silver    Wave  Lodge,    Ho.    ^-     L  U"  U' 

Village.     Instituted  January  5,  !»<"• 
Population  in  1870,  1,803. 


J 


Keith  catc,  &  t\'t^'g.  cc 
Sagamore,  mass. 


'a-O'        V 


M<3 

Tl 

Post  Card 

HERE 
DOMESTIC 

1 

ONE  CENT 

Tl 

FOREIGN 
TWO    CENTS 

O 
(/) 

3 

"g 

a 

CD 

2 

MESSAGE 

ADDRESS 

o 

CO 

© 

o. 

Q 

3 

j.t'i 


Post  Card 


CORRESPONDENCE 


ADDRESS      ONLY 


5TAM  P 

j  DO  M  E.STIC,   IC    j 
FOREION,   2C   J 


UK   Al.ttKUTYPK  CO,] 
ItlioOKI.YN,  M.  Y. 


